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Grand County Library District

Mountain Libraries Capital Campaign

Progress Report, April 2008
· In 2005, Grand County Library District broke ground on the construction of two state-of-the-art library branches in Granby and Grand Lake.  As part of our five-branch, county-wide system, both new libraries were completed during the spring of 2006, both on-time and under-budget, at a total cost of slightly less than $6 million dollars financed through a lease purchase. 
· The Mountain Libraries Capital Campaign was established to raise $2.4 million by September of 2007 from private donations and foundation sources; property tax revenues will pay the remainder.  
· So far, an impressive $2,081,361 has been raised (87% of our intermediate goal of $2.4 million).  Included is $250 thousand in “challenge grants” from the Gates and Boettcher foundations that require us to reach our $2.4 million goal OR lose the “challenge grants.”  The foundations have graciously extended the goal deadline by one full year to September 2008.   This extension helps ensure the success of the Mountain Libraries Campaign and the award of the challenge grants.
· These foundations believe so strongly in the library district’s construction projects that they offered these grants to provide an advantage in fund raising. That means, simply put, that we must raise another $317,089 by September 2008 OR LOSE $250 thousand in challenge grants.
· There are a limited number of Grand County donors financially able to provide the necessary leadership gifts by donating or pledging over five years a combined total of $317 thousand before September 2008.   If so desired, many distinctive naming opportunities are still available within the building.
· Libraries are the major cultural and informational resource in Grand County, which has neither one single bookstore, nor a recreation center, and only one single screen cinema.  Andrew Carnegie, the great philanthropist, founded public libraries in the United States to provide free access to information resources for all citizens to make better and stronger communities.   Leadership gifts in the Mountain Libraries Campaign will help to ensure the legacies of our libraries to each generation, offering the heritage of the past and the promise of the future.
· Funds raised in this campaign will free up taxpayer resources to meet the public demand for larger library collections and more library programs.
· The Grand County Library District, the stunning new Granby Library and its talented design professionals, have received numerous awards.  The Colorado Association of Libraries named the Grand County Library District as the 2005 Library of the Year.  In addition, the design firm for the Granby Library, Humphries/Poli Architects, was named the 2005 American Architectural Association (AIA) Denver Architectural Firm.  The library’s architect, Dennis Humphries, was named the 2005 AIA Colorado Architect of the Year.  Just recently, the library’s distinctive architecture has received a 2006 AIA Merit Award for Design. 

To contribute or for more information, please contact:
Mary Anne Hanson-Wilcox, Director, Grand County Library District
P.O. Box 1050, Granby, CO 80446
mawilcox@gcld.org, 970.887.9411 x 101
